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Effects of Receptive and Productive Vocabulary Learning on TOEIC Test Results

Ekaterina Arshavskaia (%M %11 K5)
While receptive knowledge tests like the TOEIC test remain a standard measure of L2 progress at Japanese

universities, bridging the gap between the receptive and productive skills remains an ongoing challenge.
Previous research suggests that one of the major predictors of TOEIC performance is vocabulary (Kanzaki,
2015; Chiang, 2018), but often it often focuses only on receptive vocabulary skills. However, the effects of
teaching productive vocabulary skills are unclear. Therefore, this study compares the effects of instruction
focused on receptive (word recognition) and productive (use of context-appropriate words) vocabulary skills on
the TOEIC test results. Two groups of undergraduate students (A2 CEFR level) at a Japanese university took a
mandatory TOEIC test-taking English class. One group conducted weekly vocabulary practice through multiple-
choice tasks, while the other learned to use appropriate L2 collocations in context. Testing included a vocabulary
test targeting 2000- and 3000- frequency level words (Nation, 1990), a collocational accuracy test (Koya, 2003),
and a TOEIC-type test. Results showed significant vocabulary improvement in both groups after a 15-week
course. The productive skills group outperformed the receptive skills group on 3000-level words, but displayed

greater performance variability. This might suggest that productive skills development benefits higher

to capture delayed learning effects.

proficiency levels (3000-level words) more than lower ones (2000-level words). However, neither group showed
effectively measure productive skills, and limited length of instruction period, which may have been too short

significant gains on the TOEIC-type test. Possible limitations include the testing format, which may not
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Date: 7th June, Saturday

Venue: Meijo University, Nagoya Dome-Mae Campus

Length of Presentation: 30 mins (20-min presentation followed by 10 mins discussion)
Submission Deadline: 2025/03/20

Language: Either Japanese or English
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