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The Effects of TBLT with Immediate Corrective Feedback on Explicit and
Implicit Knowledge of Past Tense Verbs
Shiona Naruse (Nagoya University)

Task-based language teaching (TBLT), an approach that promotes language development
through meaning-focused communication while attending to form (Ellis, 2020), has
attracted considerable attention in SLA research. One of the techniques of such form-
focused instruction is corrective feedback (CF; Li et al., 2016). However, questions remain
regarding the timing of CF. Although previous research suggests that immediate CF may
be more effective than delayed CF (Li et al., 2022), little empirical research has examined
the efficacy of immediate CF in a meaning-focused context such as TBLT in relation to the
development with the distinction of knowledge types. This study, therefore, investigates
how the combination of TBLT and immediate CF develops explicit and implicit
knowledge among Japanese university students.

Among the 55 participants, 39 Japanese university students completed all materials. The
treatment group (N = 28) completed two dictogloss tasks and received immediate CF
during the task performances. The control group (N = 11) completed the pretest, posttest,
and delayed posttest with no classroom instruction. Grammaticality Judgement Test (GJT)
and Elicited Imitation Test (EIT) were used to measure explicit and implicit knowledge of
past tense verbs, respectively (Li et al., 2016, 2022). A pretest, posttest, and delayed
posttest (one week later) were administered.

Mann-Whitney U tests with Bonferroni correction showed that despite no significant
differences between the groups at all time points, small-to-moderate effect sizes were
observed for the GJT at the posttest (r =.32) and for the EIT at the delayed posttest (r
=.27).These results may suggest that the amount of instruction in the present study was
sufficient for the development of explicit knowledge but not for that of implicit knowledge,
lending support to the view that acquiring implicit knowledge requires more extensive L2
exposure (DeKeyser, 2015; Paradis, 2009; Suzuki & DeKeyser, 2015).
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